The Story of British Diplomacy
be resisted unless ^500,000 more were at once forthcoming to pay the troops. Thugut's name suggests the new era in the diplomatic personnel of Europe opened by the Revolution. The aristocratic tradition of the Austrian Foreign Office, represented by Kaunitz, was first broken when his successor was found in the son of a poor boatman on the Danube, who had done so well at the Oriental School at Vienna as to attract the notice of Maria Theresa and to be started by her in a diplomatic career. With Thugut's control of Austria's external relations, there opens a fresh chapter in the record of the intercourse between London and Vienna. England had mildly protested to Austria and Prussia against their Polish policy. Several amateur diplomatists had suggested to Downing" Street, as a little diversion from the central war, an Anglo-French intervention to preserve some remnants of the national carcase feasted on by the Imperial or royal vultures. In August 1799, Minto informed Grenville and Pitt of the Austrian designs in Italy. Savoy and Piedmont, if not Naples, were to fall to the Vienna monarchy as its prize in the general scramble. England had only two conditions to suggest: the first, that she relied on Austria as the one barrier to France in the Low Countries ; the second, that in return for giving Austria free hand, she must insist on a commercial treaty particularly favourable to British trade.
The point has now been reached at which a general view may be formed of English diplomacy under Pitt, first with reference to Britain's allies, secondly in connection with their enemy France. As regards the former, English statesmanship, even when backed by open cheques all round, had failed